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Maria "Mary" AureliaLeal

MAR 9, 1932 - JUL 2, 2021

‘ N J ESLACO - Maria "Mary" Aurelia Leal was called home to
the Lord on July 2, 2021, at the age of 89.

Mary was born in Weslaco on March 9, 1932 to Manuela Trevino Leal and Agapito Leal. Mary
worked part-time at Wells Five and Dimes starting at age eleven. After the 1949 freeze, Mary, her
parents and some of her younger siblings went to Illinois as migrants during the summer, where
they detasseled corn and picked asparagus and tomatoes.

After graduating from Weslaco High School in 1952, she worked for many years at Sears Roebuck
and Company. She then worked for WISD for 24 years and retired as an honored employee from
the in 1999. Mary, who remained single, was her parents' primary caretaker. For many years she
supported them and was also responsible for her brother, Beto, who had a handicap.

Mary was a Eucharistic Minister and a member of the St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church choir from
the 1980s to 2005. She was also a member of Eucharistic Apostles of the Divine Mercy, a lay
outreach of the Marians of the Immaculate Conception. In 1998, Mary was one of the 90 pilgrims
from the Rio Grande Valley representing the Catholic Brownsville Diocese who traveled to the
Catholic Shrines of Fatima in Portugal, Lourdes in France, and Burgos in Spain.

Involved in the community, Mary was also a volunteer for Knapp Medical Center from 2004-
2006, with over 1,058 volunteer hours. She lived a wonderful life traveling to many places and was
always there for others. The Leal family extends their appreciation to Beatriz and Jesus
Rodriguez, and great-niece Jennifer Sanchez for their kindness, patience, and care of Mary for
many years, and to the doctors, nurses, staff and her dear roommate Rafaela of Weslaco Nursing
and Rehabilitation for their excellent care of Mary.

She is preceded in death by her parents, and brothers Juan "Johnny," Ernesto, Eliberto "Beto," and
Eleazar, and her sister Cristela Silva. She is survived by her brothers Frank(Zoila) Hernandez and
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George Hernandez, and sister Beatriz (Jesus) Rodriguez, and sisters-in-law Irma Leal and Mary
Alice Leal, and numerous nieces, nephews, and great-nieces and great-nephews.

Visitation will be on Thursday, July 8th, 2021 from 10:00 am to 9:00 pm at McCaleb Funeral
Home in Weslaco, with a Rosary at 6:00 pm. Funeral Mass is scheduled for Friday, July 9th, 2021,

10:00 am, at St. Pius X Catholic Church in Weslaco, with interment to follow at Highland
Memorial Park Cemetery.

Serving as Pallbearers will be Francisco Hernandez, Cesar Octavio Sanchez, Jonathan Israel Silva,
Xavier Serapio Leal, Eleazar Leal Jr, Marco Antonio Alvarez, Marco Antonio Alvarez Jr.
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}g Tribute Wall Maria "Mary" Aurelia Leal

Cynthia Massey lit a candle in honor of Maria "Mary".

July 5 at 2:13 PM e ¥

Cynthia Massey posted:

Cynthia Massey lit a candle for

July 5 at 2:13 PM

Blanca G Zavala posted:

Wishing all of Mary's family our deepest condolences. Mary will always be remembered as a
dedicated church member who offered wonderful prayers to all who needed them. Her services in
our prayer groups will forever be remembered. - Blanca G. Zavala & Family

July 4 at 6:54 PM

Blanca G Zavala posted:

Wishing all of Mary's family our deepest condolences. Mary will always be remembered as a
dedicated church member who offered wonderful prayers to all who needed them. Her services in
our prayer groups will forever be remembered. - Blanca G. Zavala & Family

July 4 at 6:54 PM

Blanca G Zavala lit a candle in honor of Maria "Mary".

July 4 at 6:51PM

Blanca G Zavala posted:

Blanca G Zavala lit a candle for

July 4 at 6:51PM
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Roman Nieto posted:

Thoughts and prayers to the family of Maria Leal. She was a wonderful employee when she worked
for Weslaco ISD.

July 3 at 6:08 PM

Roman Nieto posted:

Thoughts and prayers to the family of Maria Leal. She was a wonderful employee when she worked
for Weslaco ISD.

July 3 at 6:08 PM

Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez lit a candle in honor of Maria "Mary".

July 2 at 9:16 PM

Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez posted:

Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez lit a candle for

July 2 at 9:16 PM

Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Dear Tia Mary, You were such a wonderful Aunt whom | will miss dearly. Thank you for
all your love all these years. | will miss visiting you and spending time with you. | know
you are up in Paradise singing to God. With Love Always, Jennifer

July 2 at 8:28 PM

Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez posted:

o
b
©
b
©

Dear Tia Mary, You were such a wonderful Aunt whom | will miss dearly. Thank you for all your love
all these years. | will miss visiting you and spending time with you. | know you are up in Paradise
singing to God. With Love Always, Jennifer

July 2 at 8:28 PM
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Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez shared an album called Memories Album.

July 2 at 1:58 PM

From Dr. Mary Trevino & Luisa Trevino sent a White Standing Spray to the Leal
family.

July 2 at 2:42 PM

Friends & Family posted:

From Dr. Mary Trevino & Luisa Trevino purchased the White Standing Spray for the family of Maria
"Mary" Aurelia Leal.

July 2 at 2:42 PM

Mary Trevino posted:

While | didn't know Ms. Leal well, | do know that she loved her family. She was a first cousin to my
Dad, Jim "Santiago" Trevino. She drove from Weslaco all the way to Corpus Christi to go to his
funeral in January, 2009. She was dressed and groomed beautifully. She discussed her childhood
memories of my Dad which meant so much to me and my mother. Rest in Peace Mary and if you run
into my Dad upstairs, give him "heck!"Your cousin, Dr. Mary Trevino

July 2 at 2:36 PM

Mary Trevino posted:

While | didn't know Ms. Leal well, | do know that she loved her family. She was a first cousin to my
Dad, Jim "Santiago" Trevino. She drove from Weslaco all the way to Corpus Christi to go to his
funeral in January, 2009. She was dressed and groomed beautifully. She discussed her childhood
memories of my Dad which meant so much to me and my mother. Rest in Peace Mary and if you run
into my Dad upstairs, give him "heck!"Your cousin, Dr. Mary Trevino

July 2 at 2:36 PM
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Margaret Lopez posted:

Mary as | remember her was always very energetic always with a smile and a stern lady at that. | will
be forever be thankful to her for always being part of my family functions. Whether joyful or sad
events. Remember her and her sister, Cristela making a weekend trip to visit my mom on her last
months of her life..they had a great visit, had Barbacova, Pan Dulce and coffee next morning before
they left. She said she never had eaten as she had here that day. | appreciated her visit as my mom
also did.l visited Mary in the nursing home, meant to visit again but the pandemic struck. However,
we did visit her one more time..3 weeks ago! She was happy as we were to have made this visit, not
knowing it would be the last visit..Rest In Peace, Mary..till we visit again.

July 2 at 2:20 PM

Margaret Lopez posted:

Mary as | remember her was always very energetic always with a smile and a stern lady at that. | will
be forever be thankful to her for always being part of my family functions. Whether joyful or sad
events. Remember her and her sister, Cristela making a weekend trip to visit my mom on her last
months of her life..they had a great visit, had Barbacova, Pan Dulce and coffee next morning before
they left. She said she never had eaten as she had here that day. | appreciated her visit as my mom
also did.l visited Mary in the nursing home, meant to visit again but the pandemic struck. However,
we did visit her one more time..3 weeks ago! She was happy as we were to have made this visit, not
knowing it would be the last visit..Rest In Peace, Mary..till we visit again.

July 2 at 2:20 PM

Gloria Garcia posted:

May Mary be Resting in Eternal Peace. Amen. Our condolences, prayers and hugs to her family. Mary
was a beautiful, faithful friend and Sister in Christ. Mary was in our Cenacle Prayer group ¥ [Ei J\ -
Homero n Gloria C. Garcia.

July 2 at 1:58 PM

Gloria Garcia posted:

May Mary be Resting in Eternal Peace. Amen. Our condolences, prayers and hugs to her family. Mary
was a beautiful, faithful friend and Sister in Christ. Mary was in our Cenacle Prayer group ¥ [Ei,J\ .
Homero n Gloria C. GarcAa.

July 2 at 1:58 PM
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Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez shared a photo to the Tribute Wall aloum. July 2 at 8:28 PM

PAGE 9 OF 12



Maria "Mary" Aurelia Leal
MAR 9, 1932 - JUL 2, 2021

e Jennifer Rodriguez Sanchez shared 8 photos to the Memories Album album. July 2 at 8:22 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Maria "Mary" by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit
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